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his inability to carry on the Government. The king
was equally wrong to accept a resignation so tendered.
He accepted a responsibility which properly belonged to
his ministers, and the result showed that he exercised it
with deplorable lack of judgment. But the main effect
of his action was to defeat his own purpose by restoring
the waning popularity of the Whigs, who are never so
strong as when they are engaged in a conflict with the
Crown, and to make it impossible for a sovereign to act
in future as he had done.
Wellington forthwith obeyed the royal summons
conveyed to him through Melbourne, He at once
agreed on behalf of his party to form a Government
subject to the approval and co-operation of Peel, whom
he recommended for the office of Prime Minister. Peel
himself was out of England. So little did he anticipate
a crisis, that he had gone with his family to spend the
winter in Italy, and was supposed to be in Rome. But
a few months previously, on the occasion of the abortive
negotiations which Melbourne at the king's bidding had
opened with him, he had agreed with Wellington, as he
himself records, that they would both " afford the king
every assistance in their power, if his majesty should
require that assistance, without conditions as to union
with others of different political principles and party
connections, and giving us full liberty to exercise our
discretion in respect to, dissolution and public measures
generally." Hence Wellington had no hesitation in
tendering his services to the king, but he recommended
his majesty to choose a minister in the House of Com-
mons, and advised that Peel should be the minister
chosen. To this the king readily assented, and Wei-